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Sir: 

Enclosed is a Third Preliminary Amendment and Request by Applicant for 
Interference Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 41.202 with Appendices A-G. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any appropriate fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 
1.16, 1.17, 1 .20(d) and 1.21 that may be required by this paper, and to credit any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 02-4800. This paper is submitted in duplicate. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Prior to examination on the merits, entry of the following amendment is respectfully 
requested. 

In conjunction with this Preliminary Amendment, Applicants request that an 
interference be declared between the instant application no. 10/646,221 ("the Patten '221 
appUcation") and U.S. Patent No. 6,605,449 to Short ("the Short '449 patent"). 
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